
 

 

 
 

Annotated Bibliography Guide 
 
Annotated bibliographies list the sources you plan to use in a research project, with each 
citation including a brief annotation of a source. These are useful tools in the research process, 
as they allow you to engage critically with a variety of sources and to evaluate the sources’ 
relationship to your topic. During the process of writing an annotated bibliography, you’ll 
synthesize and analyze many different sources related to your research question. This analysis 
will allow you to gain a better perspective on your research topic and can prepare you to 
develop your own argument. 
 
Each entry in an annotated bibliography has two parts: 
 

1. The citation of the source in the appropriate format, such as MLA, APA, CMS, etc.  
2. An annotation, which is comprised of a summary, analysis, and reflection of the source. 

 

Generally, each annotation is one to two paragraphs long or about 150-250 words. This will 
provide you with a comprehensive understanding of the source so you can analyze its 
usefulness to your research and topic. 
 
Parts of an annotated bibliography: 
 

1. The Citation 
Cite the source in the appropriate format required of your project. If you’re unsure 
which citation style to use, check with your professor or choose the one most 
appropriate to your discipline. Additionally, arrange the citations in the order they will 
appear in the references or works cited page. 

 
2. The Annotation 

This includes key information about the source: a summary, an analysis, and a 
reflection. 

● Summarization of the source 
○ What are the source’s main arguments? 
○ What are the most important details of the source that are relevant to 

your own argument? 



 

 

● Analysis of the source 
○ Does the source display a particular perspective or bias? 
○ Is the source reliable? Why or why not? 
○ What is the author’s expertise and background? 
○ Who is the intended audience of this source? 

 

● Reflection of the source 
○ How will you use this source in your paper? Where does the source fit in 

your research? You can think about whether the source will be used as 
background information, as a counterargument, to emphasize a certain 
point of view, etc. 

○ How has the source contributed to your understanding of your research 
question? 

○ Compare and contrast this source to other sources used in your paper. 
 
When creating your annotation, you might not have to answer all these questions! Your 
annotation should include information that is most beneficial for your own research 
purposes. Additionally, it can be very useful to revisit or revise the annotations as your 
research process continues because your understanding of the topic and your 
perspective on how the source fits into your research may evolve over time.  
 

MLA Annotated Bibliography Entry Example: 
 

Hurtado, Aída. “Sitios y Lenguas: Chicanas Theorize Feminisms.” Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist 

Philosophy, vol. 13, no. 2, 1998, pp. 134–161. 

Hurtado’s article explores the dichotomous concepts of Marianismo versus Malinchismo in Chicanx 

communities. Marianismo is the veneration of the Virgin Mary, and the concept embodies the 

nurturing and self-sacrificing mother. Malinchismo is derived from the historical figure Malinche, a 

native woman who betrayed the Aztec Empire. The modern-day concept of Malinchismo can be 

viewed as a metaphor for inferior, disdained, and traitorous women. Hurtado is a Professor of 

Chicana/o Studies at the UC Santa Barbara, and her research centers on Chicana feminist theory. Her 

expertise in Chicanx social identity and the cultural concepts Marianismo versus Malinchismo 

outlined in this paper will be useful in analyzing the opposing characters of Cleófilas and Sabrina in 

my research, as Cleófilas personifies the concept of Marianismo while Sabrina is confined to the 

Malinchismo concept. The article also provides context for understanding the importance of 
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sisterhood and coalition building in the Chicana feminist movement, and it can be used to analyze 

Cleófilas’ empowerment at the end of “Woman Hollering Creek,” and Sabrina’s lack of 

empowerment and self-worth in “Sabrina & Corina.” 

Reflection, 
continued 


